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Interlanguage Pragmatics (ILP) is a new interdisciplinary domain that emerges 
on the basis of pragmatics and second language acquisition (SLA) in recent years. 
One of its central concerns that appeal to many researchers is second or foreign 
language learners’ pragmatic development. Since pragmatic competence is a long 
neglected component of communicative competence, much remains to be scrutinized 
about its development. ILP draws theories from SLA to explain how learners’ 
pragmatic competence develops. Motivation is assumed by many ILP studies (Dufon, 
1999; Kasper & Rose, 2002; Locastro, 2003) as an important factor that influences 
the pragmatic development, yet few researches have examined the correlation 
between motivation and pragmatic competence with confident data support.  
The present study is an attempt to probe into the relationship between learners’ 
motivation and their pragmatic competence in Chinese EFL context, in order to gain 
a better knowledge of ILP and provide suggestions on how to improve learners’ 
pragmatic competence. Based on a review of studies on pragmatic competence and 
several motivational models, the current study examines learners’ pragmatic 
competence together with four motivational variables, namely cultural motivation, 
instrumental motivation, attitude towards pragmatic learning and motivational 
intensity.  
The author conducts an empirical study among 86 non-English major students 
in Xiamen University, employing both quantitative and qualitative research methods. 
The quantitative research reveals that: 1) There is an imbalance between language 
proficiency and pragmatic competence. Although learners’ pragmatic competence 
has been improved in certain aspects, many students still demonstrate insufficient 
pragmatic competence. 2) College students nowadays have a relatively stronger 
cultural motivation in English learning, especially strong interest in English movies 
and they generally hold a positive attitude towards pragmatic learning. 3) Cultural 
motivation is positively correlated with pragmatic competence, whereas instrumental 
motivation is negatively correlated with pragmatic competence. The qualitative 
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learners and the low pragmatic level learners is that the former are driven by stronger 
cultural motivation and manifest higher level of pragmatic awareness through their 
metalinguistic reflection behaviors over their input.  
In the light of the above findings, the relationship between motivation and 
pragmatic competence can be generalized as follows: cultural motivation has a 
facilitative effect on learners’ pragmatic development by enhancing their pragmatic 
awareness. There is, therefore, a need for teachers to initiate and sustain learners’ 
cultural motivation besides integrating pragmatic teaching into regular English 
course. Specific suggestions are also offered for teachers on raising learners’ 
pragmatic awareness and utilizing English movies effectively in EFL classroom 
settings. 
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Chapter 1   Introduction 
 
1.1 Background and Significance of the Study 
    The field of English teaching and learning before the 1980s has reflected the 
dominance of the structuralisms with an almost exclusive emphasis on accuracy of 
linguistic forms. However, with the advent of Communicative Language Teaching 
Approach, it is realized that knowing a language in fact entails more than the correct 
pronunciation, grammar, and lexis of the target language. The goal of English 
learning is to develop students’ ability to communicate with people in a new 
language in real world situations (Brown, 1987). Learners’ actual experience and 
researchers’ studies in recent decades have shown that linguistic knowledge alone 
does not necessarily ensure successful cross-cultural communications. Blum-Kulka, 
House, and Kasper (1989: 10) report that, “even fairly advanced language learners’ 
communicative acts regularly contain pragmatic errors, or deficits, in that they fail to 
convey or comprehend the intended illocutionary force or politeness value”. Indeed, 
insufficient pragmatic competence can also result in cross-cultural communication 
breakdowns and misunderstandings. Influenced by the transfer of mother language 
or overgeneralization of the target language, learners frequently produce 
inappropriate utterances that do not accord with the social appropriateness norms and 
speech act realization strategies of native-English speakers, causing pragmatic 
failures. Moreover, pragmatic failures bring on much worse consequences than 
grammatical errors do in communication. “While grammatical errors may reveal a 
speaker to be a less than proficient language-user, pragmatic failures reflect badly on 
him/her as a person” (Thomas, 1983: 688). Grammatical errors may be irritating and 
impede communication; but at least, they are apparent in the surface structure, so 
that the hearer is aware that an error has occurred. Pragmatic failures, on the other 
hand, are rarely recognized as such by non-linguists. Advanced learners are actually 
more at risk than lower proficiency learners since for these learners grammatical 
proficiency is no longer seen as an excuse for impoliteness. In this sense, pragmatic 
competence, which refers to the ability to use language to carry out everyday 
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competence. Yet despite its importance, pragmatic competence has stayed a 
relatively neglected area in English teaching and learning in China until recent years. 
A number of surveys carried out in China (He Ziran, 1986; Hong Gang, 1991; Dong 
Xiaohong, 1994; Meng Mei, 2000) have revealed the deficiency of learners’ English 
pragmatic competence. With the increase of cross-cultural communication brought 
on by the trend of globalization and the coming of Beijing Olympic Games, it is not 
only important but also necessary for teachers to cultivate learners’ pragmatic 
competence in English.  
With more attention paid to pragmatic competence, recent years see the 
emergence of a new interdisciplinary field—Interlanguage Pragmatics (ILP). ILP 
concerns learners’ pragmatic performance and the way their pragmatic competence 
develops. The literature of ILP at present is dominated by contrastive study of how 
the language use of learners and that of native speakers differs, whereas the issue of 
pragmatic competence development is not studied in a desirable state with many 
questions remaining open. The role of individual differences (e.g. motivation) on 
learners’ pragmatic development in particular has rarely been addressed. Meanwhile, 
although motivation has proved to play an important role in language learning, the 
researches on motivation by now are mostly confined to its relationship with 
language proficiency. Kasper and Schmidt (1996) assume that motivation is one of 
the important factors that influence learners’ pragmatic development. Although 
several studies (Dufon, 1999; Cook, 2001; Takahashi, 2005) have attributed different 
levels of pragmatic competence to learners’ motivation, the research is still in the 
infant stage and there are even fewer studies in China that have explicitly 
investigated the effect of motivation to language learning from a pragmatic 
perspective. In this regard, an investigation of the effect of motivation on the 
pragmatic development is needed in order to achieve a better understanding of ILP, 
as well as helping learners to achieve higher pragmatic competence for effective 
cross-cultural communication and teachers to modify their teaching practices for the 
facilitation of learners’ pragmatic development. Based on the assumption that 
motivation is correlated with pragmatic competence, the current study then will 
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